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The Remonſtrance. 


Ex He Commons in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, 
1 having with much earneſtneſſe, and faithfulncſs 
4 ly" of aftetion, and zeal ro the publike good of this 
Extra Kingdome,and his Majeſties honour and ſervice, 
for the ſpace of twelve months, wraſtled with the great: 
dangers and feares, the prcfJing mitcries and calamities, the 
various diſtempers and diſorders, which had not onely aſ- 
ſaulted, but even overwhelmed and extinguitht the liberty, 
peace, and profperitie of this Kingdome, the comfort 
and hopes of all his Majeſties good Subjects,and excecding- 
ly weakned and nndermine=d the foundation, and ftreng'h of 
his own Royall Throne ; Do yet finde an abounding Malig- 
nitic,and oppoſition in thoſe parties,and fa&tions,who have 
been the cauſe of thoſe evils,and do ſtill labour to caſt afper- 
fions,upon that which hath been done, and to raiſe many 
aifficu'ties for the hinderance of that which remains yet un- 
done, and to foment J-a!oufies betw1xt the King and the 
Parliament ; that fo they may deprive him and his people, 
of the fruit of his own gracious intentions,ahd their humble 
deſires of procuring the publike peace, ſafety, and happineſs 
of this realm, For the preventing of thoſe miſerable etteRs, 
which ſuch malicious endeavours may produce, We have 
tought good to declare, 


I. Theroot aid the growth of theſe miſchievous deſignes. 
2.The Maturity aud ripenes,to which they have attained 62« 
fore the beginning of the Parliament, 

3. The effefuzll means which have been uſed for the extir= 
| pations of theſe dampgerons evilt, andthe progreſſe which hath 
k therein been made by his Majeſties gaodneſe ard the wiſedome 
of the Parliament, — 
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4, The rayes of obſtruttion,and appoſition , by which thax 
progreſſe hath been interrupted. 

5.T he conrſes to be taken for the removing thoſe Obſtacles, 
and for the accompliſhing of our moſt dutifull, and faithfull in- 
tentions,and erdeavonrs,of reſtoring and eſtabliſhiag the anci< 
ent Honour,Greatneſſe,and Security of this Crown, and Nati. 
0n.T he root of all this miſchief, Wee finde to be a malignant 
pernicious deſigne,of ſubverting the Fundamentall Lawes and 
Principles of Government upon which the Religion,and Juſtice. 
of this Kingdome,are firmly eStabliſht, The Aftors and Promo- 
z0rs hereof have been, $ 


I. The Feſmited P apiſts who hate the Laws,as the Obſtacles 
ef that change,and Subverſion of Religion,which they ſo much 
long for, 

4 T he Biſhops, and the corrupt part of the Clergie, who 
cheriſh formal:ty,ana ſuperſiition, as the naturall effetts, and 
wore probable ſupports of ther own Eccleſcaſticall tyranny,and 
ſurpation. 

3.Such Conncellenrs aud Conrtiers,as for private ends have 
engaged themſelves , to further the intereſts of ſome forraigne 
Princes,or States,to the prejudice of His Majeſty,and theState 
at home. | 


The common Principles, by which they moulded and go” 
verned all their particular Conncels & Acions, were theſe, 


Firſt,T o maintasn continuall differences, and diſcontents be= 
twixtthe King, and the People,nupoun Onecftions of Preroga= 
tive,and liberty,that ſo they might have the advantage of ſrde- 
ing with him,and under the notions of men, addifted to his ſer- 
vice,gainto themſelves,and their parties,the places of greateſt 
truſt and power in the Kingdome. 


ef Sccond,T o ſuppreſſe the purity aud power of Religion, 9s 


ſuch as were beſt affefled toit ; as betvg contrary ts their - 


ownends , and the greateſt impediment to that change, which 
they thought to introduce, 

A Thwd,T o conjoyu thoſe parties of the Kingdome, which 
were moſt propitions to their own ends, and to arvide thoſe rhe 
were moFt oppoſite which confoſted 1 many particular obſerva« 
tions ; to cheriſh the Arminzan part in thoſe points,wherein they | 
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agree with the Papiſts, to multiply and enlarge the differences 
betwixt the common Proteſtants, aud thoſe whom they call 
Puiitans, to u1trodnce and countenance ſuch opinions and cere- 
monies, as are fitteſt for accommodation with Popery, to en- 
creaſe and mintaineignorance,looſencſſe, and prophaneneſſe in 
the people ; That of thoſe three parties, Papiſts, Arminians, &- 
Libertines, they might compoſe? a body fit to att ſuch counſels 
and reſolutions, as were moſt conducible to their own ends. 


A fourth, To diſaffefl the Ki! g to Parhaments by ſlanders, 


ad falſe impatations, and by putting him up9# other wayes of 


ſupply, vhich in ſhew and appearance were fuller of advantage, 
then the ordinarie conrſe of Subſrates, though in truth they 
brought more loſſethen gain, both to the King and people, and 
have canſed the great diſtruttions,under which we both ſuffer. 


As in all compounded bolies,the operations are qualified 


according to the predominant Element; ſo in this mixt par- 
tie, th2 J<(uired Councels being moſt ative, and prevail- 
ing, may eaſily be diſcovered to have had the great-{t ſway 
in all their determinations, and if they bee not prevented, 
are likelie to devoure thereſt, or to turne them into their 
own nature. 

In the beginning of his Majeſties reign,the party begun to 
revive and flonriſh again, having been ſomewhat dampt by 
the brcach with Spain in the laſt year of King Famer,and by 
his Majzſties marriage with Frarce; the intereſt and Coun- 
cels of that State, being not ſo Contrary to the good of Re- 
ligon,and the: proſperity of this Kingdome,as thoſe of Sparn; 
and the Papiſts of E:g/and having been ev-rmore addicted 
to Spain, then Frazce; yet they {till retainzd a purpoſe, & re- 
folution to weaken the Proteſtant partics in all parts, and 


Religion, which they intended at home. 

The firſt effe& and evidence of their recovery and ſtrength 
was, the diſlolation of the Parliament at Oxford, after there 
nad been given two Subſidies to his Majeſtie; and before 
they received relief inany one Grievance, many other more 
miſerable . frets followed. 


The loſe of theRochel Fleet,by the help of our ſhipping.ſ<t 


forth. 
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forth and delivered over to the French, in oppoſition to the 
advice of Pariiament, which Icft that rown without defence 
by ſea,and made way not only to the lofle of that important 
plac-,bur likewiſe to the lofle of all the (trength and ſecuri- 
iy of the :roteſtant Rel:g1on in Fraxce. | 
The diverting of his Majeſties courſe of warres from the 
Weſt-1zazes, which was the moſt facile and hop. fuil way 
for this Kirgdome to prevaile againſt the Spaniard, to an 
expcnſefull and ſucceflelefie atteimptupon Cales, which was 
ſo ordcred,as if it had rather been intended to make us wea« 
rie of warre, then to proſper in it, 

1 he precipitate breach which Franceby taking their ſhips 
to a great value, without making recompence to the Engliſh, 
whoſe goods were thereupon imbar*d,and confiſcate in 
that Kingdome. | 

The peace with Spaiz without conſent of Parliament,con- 
trary to the promiſe of King «mes to both Houſe's; wherby 
the Palatize Cante was diferted, and left to chargeable and 
hopelefle Treaties, which, for the moſt part,were nianaged 


by thoſe, who migit juſtly beſ{uſpeRed to be nofriends to 


that Cauſe. 

The charging of the Kirgdome with Billeted Souldiers 
in all parts of it, and that Concomitant deſigne of Germane 
horſe, that the Land mrght erther ſubmit with fear, or bee 
enforced witn rigeur to ſuch Arbitrary contricutions, as 
thonl!d be required of them. 

The diffo:ving of che Farliament in the ſecond year of 
his Majetics raigne, after a Declatation or their intent, to 
grant five Subſidies. 

The exa&Ring of the ke proportion of five Subſidics after 
the Parliament difiolved, by Cemmiſiion of Lean ; and Ci- 
vers Gentizmen and others imprifſon=d for not yeclding to 
pay that Loan, w NEreby many of them contratted ſich Goke 
n.flcs, as coſt trem their lives, Great ſammes of money re= 
quired, and raiſed by privic Sca's, An gnuit and pernicions 
attempt to extort great payments from tne Trjekgby way 
of Exciſe : anda Conmmiſ.ion iftied under Scal ro that pur- 
pole, The Petition of Right, which was granted in fo'l par- 
Hamcnt, blaited with an iliegall Declaration, to make it 
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deftru&ive to 1t ſelf, to the power of Parliament, to the li- 


berty of the Subject, and to that purpoſe printed with it; 


and the Petition made of no uſe, but to ſhew the bold and 
preſumptuous 1njuſtice of ſuch Miniſters as durſt break the 
Laws, and ſupprefſe the Liberti:s of the Kingdoms, after 
they had been fofolemnly and evidently declared. 

Another Par:1ament diffolved, 4 Car. the priviledge of 
Parliament broken, by impriſoning divers Members of the 
Houſe,detaining them cJoſe priſoners for many moneths to+ 
gether, without the libertie of uſing Books, Pen, Inke, or 
paper, denying them all the comforts of life, all means of 
preſervation of health, not permitting their wives to come 
unto them, even 1n time of their ſicknefſe, And for the 
compleating of that cruelty, after years ſpent in ſuch miſe- 
rable durance, depriving them of the n-ceſfſary means of {pi- 
rituall conſolation. not ſuffering them to go abroad to en- 
Joy Gods Ordinances, in Gods Houſe, or Gods Miniſters 
to come to them, to adminiſter comfort unto them in their 
private Chambers : and to keep them ſtill in this oppreſſed 
condition, not admitting them to bee bayled according to 
Law,yet vexing them with Informations in inferior courts, 
ſentencing and fininz ſome of them for matters done in 
Parliament, and extorting the payments of thoſe fines from 
them, enforcing others to ivy in ſecurity of good behaviour 
before they could be releaſcd. | 

The impriſonment of the reſt which refuſed to be bound, 
ſtill continued ; which might have been perpetuall, if neceſ- 
ſity had not, the laſt year, brought another Parliament to 
relieve them ; of whom, one died, 'by the cruelty and 


harſhneſfle of his impriſonment, which would admit of 


no relaxation, notwithſtanding the imminent danger of his 


life, did ſufficiently appear by the declaration of his Phy- 


fitian : And his releaſe, or at leaſt, his refreſhment, was 
ſought by many humble petitions. And his bloud ſti]l cryes 


either for vengeance, or repentance of thoſe Miniſters of 


State, who are at once obſtruted the courſe, both of his 
Majeſties juſtice and Mercy. 
Upon the diflolution of both theſe Parliaments,untrue and 
{(candalous declaratios publiſhed.to aſpers their EE 
an 
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Fit | 8 
i __&ſomeoftheir err obhant; to make them odions, & 
Fn: | colour the violence which was uſed againſt them. Procla« 
mations ſet out to the ſame purpoſe ; and to the great de- 
Je&ing of the harts of tne people, forbidding them, even to 
ſpeakgk Parliaments, 
Afrex-the vreaci: ofthe Parliament , in the fourth year of 
His mgzett ; n juſtice, O: prefiion , and Vioience, broke in 
090: us, Wiihont any reſtraint or moderation ; and yet the 
f:(t projatt, was the great ſummes exacted thorow the 
waol Kingdom: , for default of Knight-hood , which lee- | 
med to have {ome colour and ſhadow of a Law : yetif it be | 
rightly cx. mined by that obſolete Law which was pretens- | 
deg for It , it would be found ro be againſt a'l the rules 'of | 
Jultice,borh 1n reſpect of the perſons charged, the propor» | 
| tion of tne Fines demanded, and the abſurd and unreaſonable | 
{ manner of their proceedings. Tonnage and Poundage hath | 
been received without coiour or pretence of Law: many o- | 
ther heavy impoſitions continued againſt Laws and ſome ſo 
unreaſonable,that the ſuinme of the charge, exceeds the va- 
le of the Goods, The Buok of Rates lately inhanfed to a 
high proportion : and ſuch Merchants as would not ſubmit | 
to their 14Jegall and reaſonable payments , were vexedand | 
oppreſſed above meaſure ; and the ordinary courſe of Ju | 
itice, the common Birth-right of the Subject of Ergland, 
| wholly obſtrafted unto them. And although all this was 
; raken upon pretence of guarding the <ea,yet a new and un- 
heard of Tax of Ship-money was deviſed , upon the ſame 
pretence. By both which,there was charged npon the Sub= 
Je necr 700000' ſome years ; and yer the Merchants have 
been left ſonaked tothe violence of the *urkiſh Pyrats , 
that many great Ships of value,and thouſands of His Majc= 
ſties Subjects have bcen taken by them,and do ill remain 
1n miſcrable ſlavery. 
The eniargement of Forreſts,contrary to Charta de Forre« 
— faandthe compoſition thereupon. The exa&tions of Coat 
and Condudt money,and divers other military charges. The 
taking away the Arms of the Trained Bands of diversCoun- 
. ties. The defperate deſigne of ingrofling all the gun-pouder 
into one hand, keeping it in the Tower of Loxdoyn, and (ct 
| ting ſo high a Rate uponit, that the poorer ſort- were not 
able 


0 


able to buy it-nor could any have 1t without Licenſe therby to 
leave the ſeveral parts of the Kingdom deſtitute of their ncceſ- 
fary defence ; and by ſelling ſo dear that which was fold , to 
make an unlawfull advantage of it, to the greatcharge and de- 
triment of the Subje<& , rhe general] deſtru&tion of the Kings 
Timber,c{pecially that 1n the Forreſt of Dear , ſold to Papilſts, 
which was tie beſt Store-houſe of this Kingdom , for the 
maintenace of cur ſhipping. The raking away of mens right un= 
der colour of theKings title to land betwin high: & low water- 
Marks. The monopolies of Sope, Salt, wine, Leather, Sea-Cole, 
& in a manner, of all things of moſt common and neceſſary 
uſe. The reſtraint of the Liberties of theSubjecs in their hab1- 
tation,Trades, and other Intereſt. Their vexation and oppreſ- 
ſion by Purveyors , Clerks of the Market,and Salt-pecter-men® 
The fale of pretended Nnzances , as buildings in and about 
Londoy,converfion of Arable into Paſture,continuance of Pa= 
ſture,under the name of depopulation, have drawn many Millt- 
ons out of the Subjects Purſes, without any conſiderable pro= 
fit to his Majeſty, Large quantities of Common, and ſeverall 
Grounds, have been taken from the Subject , by colour of the 
Statute of Improvement , and by abuſe of the Commiſſion of 
Sewers, Without their conſent, and againſt it. And not only 
private Intereſt , butalſo publike faith have been: broken , in 
ſeizing of the money and Bullion in the Mint ; and the whole 
Kingdom like to be robb'd at once, in that abominable proje& 
of Brafſe money.Great numburs of his Majeſties Subjects, for 
refuſiag thoſe nolawfull charges, have bin vext with long & ex- 
ſpenſive ſuits;ſome finzd & cenſured, others committed to long 
& hard impriſonments and confinements, to the lofle of health 
ofmany,of life 1n ſome; & others have had their houſes broken 
up, their goods ſeized , ſome have been reſtrained from their 
lawfull Callings : Ships have been interrupted 1n their Voya- 
ges,{urprized at Sca in an Hoſtile manner,by projeRors,as by a 
common Enemy : Merchants prohibited to unlade their goods 
11 ſuch ports, as were for their own advantage > and forced to 
bring them to thoſe places which were moſt for the advanta- 
ges of the Monopolizers and Projefors. The Court of Star- 
chamber hath abounded in extravagant cenſures , not only for 
the maintenance and improvement of Monopolies , and other 
: _— __ unlayfull 
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anlawſfall taxes ; but for divers other cauſcs, where there hath 


b-en no offence, or very {mall ; whereby his Maj_ſties Sabjects 
have been oppreſſed by grievous Fines, Impriſonaments, Stig- 
matizins, Mutilations, W hippings, pillaries, Gags, Confine= 
ments, Baniſhments, after ſorigid a manner, as hath not onely 
deprived men of the ſociety of their friends, ex2rcife of their 
protets10ns, comfort of books, uſe of paper or inke, but even 
violated that neer Union which God hath eſtablitied be- 
twixt men and their wives, by forced and conflrained ſepa- 
ration ; whereby they have been bereaved of the comfort 
and converſation one of: another, for many years together, 
withour hope of relief, if God had not by his over-ruling 
providence, given ſome interrupion to the prevailing power, 
and Counſel of thoſe, who were the Authours and promoters 


of {\uch peremptory and headdy courſes, | 
Judges have been put ont of their places, for refuling to do 


againſt their oath, and Con {ciences : Others have ben fo aw- 
ed, that they durſt not do their dueties, and the better to 
hold a rod over them,the Clauſe quam dir ſe bene geſſerit was 
left out of their patents, and a new Clauſe D#rante beze pla- 
cito incerted, Lawyers have been cneckt, for being faithfu!l 
to their Clyents; Sollicitors and Atturneyes have been threat- 
ned, aad ſome puniſhed for following lawfull Snites : And 
by this means all the approaches to Juſtice were interrupted 
and forecluded. New Oaths have been forced upon the Sub- 
jets againſt Law, new Judicatories ere&ted without Law : 
the Councel Table have by their Orders, offered to binde the 
Subjects in their free-holds, Eſtate, Suites, and ARtions. The 
prerended Court of the Earle Marſhal was Arbitrary, and il- 
legall in its being, and proceedings, The Chancerie, Exche- 
quer Chamber, Court of Wards, and other Enzliſh Courts 
have been gricyous in exceeding their Juriſdi&tion, The eſtate 
of many Families weakned ; and ſome ruined by exceſlive 
fines, exated from them for Compoſitions of Wardſhips. All 
Leaſes of above an hundred yeares, made to draw on Ward- 
ſbip contrary to Law. UJadue proceedings uſed in the finding 
of Offices, to make the Jurie finde for the King, The Com- 
mon-Law Courts,ſ{ecing all men more inclined to ſeek Juſtice 
there, where it may be fitted to their owne deſire,are known 
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frequent!y to forſake therules ot the Common-law,and ſtraining 
beyond their bounds, under pretence of equitie to doe injuſtice. 


Tities of honour, Judiciall places, Serjan- (hips at law, and o- 
ther Othces have bcen fold for great ſums of money; wherby the 
common Juſtice of the Kingdome hath bin much endangered,not 
only by opening away of employment in places of great Truſr;8 
and advantag= to men of weak parts,but alſoby giving occaſion to 
Bribery,Extortion, Partiality;It feidome happuing tnat places11] 
gotten are wel uled,Commilitons hath bin granted for examining 
the exce{ſe of Fees: and when great exations have been diſcove= 
red, ompoſitions have been made with delinquents,not only for 
the time paſt,bur likewiſe for immunity and ſecurity in offending 
for the time to come;which undercolour of remedy,hath but con= 
firmed and encreaſcd the Grievance to the Subject, The uſuall 
courſe of pricking Sheriffs,not obſerved, but many times Sheriffs 
made in an extraordinary way; ſom-times as a puniſhment and 
charge unto them ſometimes ſucn werepricked out,as would be 
Inftruments to execute whatſoever they would have to be done, 
The biſhops & the reſt oi the Clergie,did triumph in the ſuſpen- 
fons,excommunications,deprivations,and degradations of divers 
painfull, learned,and pjous Miniſters, in the vexation and grievous 
oppreſsion of great numbers of his Majeſties good Subjects. The 
High-Commiſſion grew to ſuch exczfs of ſharpnes and ſeverity, 
a5 was not much lefle then the Romtth Inquiſition and yer in ma= 
ny caſes by the Archbiſhops power,was mace much more heavy, 
beingaſsilted,&ſtrengthned by authoritie of the Councel-Table. 
The Biſhops and their Courts,were as eager 1n the Conntrey, 
and alchongh their juriſ{di&ion could not reach ſo high in rigor 
and extremitie of puniſhment, yet were they no lefle grievous, 
inreſpet of the generality, and multiplicity of vexations, which 
lighting upon the meaner fort of Tradeſ-men,and Artificers, did 
impoveriſh many thouſands, and ſo afftli&t and trouvle otners, 
that great numbers, to avoid their miſeries, departed out of the 
Kingdome, ſome into New-Ezglard, and other parts of America, 
others into Holand, where they have tranſported their Manu- 
fi&tures of Cloth, which is not only a lofle by diminiſhing the 
preſent ſtock of the Kingdomezbut a great miſchief by impairing 
and endangering the loſle of that peculiar trade of Cloathing, 
which hath been a plentifull Fountain of wealth and Hon to 
 B 2 _ this 
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chis Nation. Thoſe were ſitteſt for Eceleſiaſticall preferment,and 

in ſooneſt obtained it, who were molt ottcious in promoting luper- 

a; tition, moſt virulent,in railing againſt Godlineſle,and hone [ty, 

| The moſt publike and folemn Sermons.before His Majeſtie 

ll were,cither toadvance Perogative avove Law, and Dccry the 

ny property of the Subje&, or full of ſuch kinde of inveRives; 

q | whereby they might make theſe odions, who ſought to maintain 

Pl Y _ the Religion, Laws,and liberties of the Kingdome ; and ſuch men 
were ſure to be weedec( out of the Commiilton of the Peace, and 


name:but the power and authority remained in af. w of ſuch , as 


were moſt addiced to this partie; whole re{oJutions, and de-. 


3 terminations were brought to the Table, for countenance,and ex- 


Nay,all thoſe that did not wholly concurre & actively contribute 
to the furtherance of their deſignes,though otherwiſe, perſons of 
never ſo great Hononr,& Abilities,were ſo farre from being em- 
Ployed in any place of Truſt,and power , that. they were negle- 
Aed,difſcountenanced,and upon all occafions injured and oppreſ- 
ſed. This FaQtion was grown to that height , and entireneſfle of 


power, that now they began to think of finiſhing their Work ,_ 


which conſiſted of theſe three parts. 


I. The Government muſt be ſet free from all reſtraint of Laws , 
Concerning our Perſons and States. 

2 There mvſt be a conjunition betwixt Papiſts and proteftants in 
Dottrine, Diſcipline, and Ceremonies ; only it muſt not yet be called 
Popery, 

The Paritans under which name,they include all thoſe that de- 
fire to preſerve the Laws,and Liberties of the Kingdome , and to 
mnautain Religion in the power of it;muſt be either rooted out of the 
K 1ngaome with force,or driven out with fear, For the effefting of 


this, It was thought neceſſary to.reduce Scotland 'to ſuch Popiſh ſu- 


[ perſiitions,and Innovations, as might make them apt to Joyn with 
Ft Eng'and,#s that great chauge which was intended, Wherenpon new 
Canons,and a new Liturgy were preſt upon them, and when they re- 


| Jnſed to admit of them,an Army was raiſed to force them to it ,to- 
wards - 


out of all other imployments of power in the Government of 
the Countrey , Many noble Perſonages were Councellors in 


ecution,and not for debate, and delibera tion; and no Man could. 
ofter to oppole them without diſgrace, and hazard to himfelf : 


| 
| 


las. aac 


wards which the C lergy,and the Papiſts were very forward un their 


| Contribution. Tbe Scots likewiſe raiſed an Army for their defence, 


and when both Armies were come together , and reaay for a blondy 
encounter, His Majeſties own Gracious atſpoſution,and the Conncell 
of the Engliſh Nobility,and Datifull ſubmiſſion of the Scots , did ſo 
farre prevail againſt the evill Conncell of others,that a Pacification 
was made,and His Majeſty returned with Peace, and much honour 
zo London. 


The unexpeRed reconciliation was moſt acceptable to all the 
Kingdome, except to the malignant partie, whereof the Arch- 
biſhop and the Earl of Strafford being heads, they and their fati- 
on begun to inveigh againſt the P:ace, and to aggravate the pro= 


ceeding of the States, whichſo incenſed his Majeſtie, that hee. 


forthwith prepared againfor Warre. And ſuch was thetr confi- 
dence, that having corrupted and diſtempered the whole frame 
and government of the Kingdome, they did now hope to corrupt 
that which was theonely meancs to reſtore all to a right frame 
and temprr again : to which end they perſwaded His Majeſty to 
call a Parliament, not to ſeek counſel and advice of them, but 
to draw countenance and ſupply from them , and engage the 
whole Kingdome in their Quarrel: and in the mean time, conti- 
nuzd all their unjuſt Levies of Mon:y , reſolving either to make 
the Parliament pliant to their Will, and to eſtabliſh miſchief by 
a law,or elle to break it, and with more colour to go on by vio- 
lence, to take what they could not obtain by conſent. The ground 
alledged for the juſtification of this Warre, was this : 

That the undutiful Demands of the Parliaments of Scotland, was 
a ſufficient reaſon for His Majeſty to take Armes againſt them, 
without hearing the Reaſon of thoſe Demands ; And thereupon 
anew Armie was prepared againſt them, their Ships were ſeized 
in all Ports,both of En glandand Irelazd. and at Sea. Their pe- 
utons rejected, their Commiſſioners refuſed audience. This 


whole KingJome moſt miſerably diſtempered with levies or . 


Men and Money, and impriſfonments of thoſe who denyed to 
inbmitto thoſe levies.. The Earle of Strafford paſt into Irelaza, 
cauſed the Parliament there to declare againſt the Scors, to give 
oure Subſidies towards that Warre; and to inzage themſelves, 
their lives and fortunes for the proſecution of it, and gave dire- 
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The Parliament met upon the thirteenth of April, one thouiand 
ſix hundred and fortie, The Earle of Srrafford, and Archbiſhop 
of Ca.terbury , with their Party ſo prevailed with His Majelly , 
that the Hoxje of Commo;1s was preſt to yecld toa Supply for 
maintenance of the Warre with Sc0z/and, before they had provi- 
ded any r.lieffor the grat and prefiing Grievances of the peo= 
plc, which being agatuſt rhe fundamenrall Priviiedge and pro- 
ceeding of Parliament, was yet in humvle reſpect to his Maj. ſtie, 
{o farre admitted,as that they agreed to take the matter of Sup- 
ply into conſideration, and two fcverall dayes 1t was debated, 
Twelve Subfidics were demanded for the releaſe of Ship-money 
a'one; A third day was appointed for Concluſion , when the 
Hcads of that Partie begun to feare the p2ople might cloſe with 
the King in fatisfying his defire of Money: But that withall the 

were like to blaſt their malictons defignes againſt Scotland, find- 


ing them very much indiſpoſed to give any countenance to that 
Warre, 


Thercupon they wickedly adviſed the King to break ofthe 
tParliament, and to rcturne to the waves of Confaſfion, in which 


chelr ojyn evill intentions were moit like to proſper and ſnc- 
eed. 


After the Parliament ended the fitth of 2Zay,ohe thouſand ſix 
hundred and fortie, this Partie grew lo bold, as to conncell the 
King to Supply Himflelt out of His Subjects ſtates by his own 
Power,at his own Will, without tactr conſent, The very next 
Gay {ome Members of both Houſes nad tir Studies and Cabt- 
nets,yca their Pockets ſearched: Another of them not long after 
was committed clote priſoner, for not delivering ſome Petiti- 
ONS WHICA hereceived by autaority of that Hoxſe,and if harther 
courtes were intended (as was renorted ) it js very probabl: that 
the ſickncle of the Earle of S1-,F.rd,& the Tumultuous rifing in 
Southwarke,ana abour Lamvcth,wyere the cauſes that ſucii violent 
11tentions Were not brought to execution, A faiſe and ſcandalous 
Declaration azaiiſt the Hoſe of Commons , was pudiiſhes in his 
Majeſties Name, witch yct wrought iicle «ft. & with the peopel, 


Dut 


ions for an Army of eight thouſand foot , and one thouſand: 
horſe.to be leived there , which were for the moſt part Papilts. 
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CORTE. 
but only to manifeſt the impudence of thoſe who were the authors 
of 1t. 

A forced loane of Money was attempted in the Citie of 
London, 

The Lord Major and Aldermen 1n their fcveral Wardes 
enjoyned to bring in a hilt of the Names of ſuch perſons as 


| they judged fit to Jend, and or the ſuinme they ſhould lend, 


And ſuch Aldermen as reiuſed ſo to doe , were committed to 
priſon: 


The Archbiſhop and the other Biſhops and Clergie continued 
the Convocation, and by a new Comnittlion turned 1t to a Pro- 
vincial Synod, in which by an unheard-of preſumption, they made 
Canons that containin them rhany matters contrary to the Kings 


Prerozative , to the fandamental Lawes and Statutcs of the Re- 


alme, to the right of Parliaments, to the propertie and libertie of 
the SubjeR, and matters tending to ſedition , and of dangerous 
conſequence, thereby cſtabliſhing their own Uſurpations , ju- 
ſtifying their altar-worſhip, and thoſe other ſuperſtitions In- 
novations, which they formerly introduced without warrant of 
law. 


They impoſed a new Oath upon divers of his Majcſties Sub- 
jeas, both Eccleſiaſtical and Lay, for maintenance of their owne 


tyranny, and laidea great tax upon the Clergie for ſupply of his 
Majelty, and g2nerally they ſhewed themſclves very afteio- 


nateto the Warre with Scorz/aud , which was by ſome of them 


{tiled Bellum Epiſcopale; anda prayer compoſed,and enjoyned to 
bee read 1nall Churches, calling the Scots, Rebels, to put the 


two Nations i:ito bloud , and make them irreconcileable. All. 


thoſe pret-nied Canons and Conſtitutions were armed with 
the {everal cenſures of Suſpenſion , . Excommunication , De- 
privation , by which they would have thraft out a!l the good 
Miniſters , and moſt of the well affte&ed people of the King- 
dome, and l«ft aa eafie paſſage to their own Deſjzne of Re- 
conciliation with Rome, The Popi/h party enjoyned ſuch Exem- 
ptions from the Pexall Lawes , as amounted toa Tolleration , 
befides many other encouragzments , and Court favours : 


They had a. Secretary of. ſtate , Sir Francis Windibauke, a 


powerful. 
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powerful Agent for the ſpeeding of all their defires, a Popes 
Nuntio tcliding here to a&t and governe them according to 
{uch influences as he received from Rowe, and to interceed 


for them with the moſt powertull concurrence of the forraigne 


Princes of that Religion : By his authoritie the Papitſts of all 
{orts, Novility, Gentrie, and Clergie were convocated, after the 
manner of a Par/iame:t,; new Juriſditions were erected of 
Romith Archbiſhops, Taxes levied, another State moulded 
within this State independant in Government, contrary in in« 
tereſt and affeAion, ſecretly corrupting the ignorant, or neglt- 
gent profeftours of our Religion, andcloſely uniting and com- 
bining themſelves againſt ſach as were ſound, in' this poſture 


waiting for an opportunitie by force to deſtroy thoſe whom 


they could not hope to ſeduce. For the effeing whereof, they 


ſuperſtitious prayers, enjoyned by the Nxncto to bee weekly 
made for the proſperitie of fome great defigne. And ſuch po= 
wer had they at Court, that ſecretly a Commiſſion was iſſued 
out, intended to be iſſued to ſome great men of that profeſſion 
for the levying of Souldiers, and to command and employ them 
according to private inſtructions, which wee doubt were 
framed for the advantage of thoſe who were the conrrivers of 


ticipated, his ſervants and Officers compelled to lend great 


were (trengthened with Armes and Munition, encouraged by 


- them : His Majeſties Treaſure was conſumed, his revenue an-. 


ſummes of money ; Multitudes were called ro the Councell þ 
Table; who were tired with long attendances there, for re- | 


fuſing illegall payments, The Priſons were filled with their 


Commitments ; many of the Sherifts ſummoned into the Star | 
Chamber, and ſome impriſoned for not being quicke e- 
nough in levying the Ship-money, the people languithed under 


griefe, and feare, no viſible hope being left, but in deſp.ra- 


tion, The Nobility began to be wearie of their ſilence, and 


patience, and ſenſible of the dutie and truſt which belongs to 
them : and thereupon ſome of the moſt eminent of them did 


pztition his Majeitie at ſuch a time when evil councels were 


ſo ſtrong, that they had reaſon to expe& more hazard to them = 
felves, then redrefie of thoſe publike evils for which they in- 
rerceeded, whilſt the Kingdome was in this agitation and dt- 
itemper, the Scors reſtrained in their trades, impoveriſhed by oy 

(0) fy 


C3727: 2 
lofſe of many of their fhips, bercaved of all poſstbility of ſa- 
tisfying his Majeſtie by any naked ſupplication, entred with a 
owerfull Armie into the Kingdome, and without any ho- 
{tile A& or ſpoil in the Countrey as they paſſed, more then 
forcing a paſſage over the Tyne,at New-burne,necr New-caſ-le, 


 poſſeſſ.d rhem(-lves of Newcaſtle, and had afaire opportunirie 


to preſſe on further upon the Kings Armie : but duetie 
and Reverence to His Majeſtte, and brotherlie love to the 
Engalih Nation, made them ſtay there, wheredy the King 
had leiſure to entertain better Councels ; wherein God ſo bleſ- 
ſed and dire@ed him, that he ſummoned the great Cuuncel of 
Feers to meet at Yorke, upon the twentte fourth of Septem- 
ber, and there declared a Parliament to begin the third of 
Novem+er thenfollowiag., The Scots the firſt day of tne 
great Councel, preſented an humvle petition to his Maj-ſtte 3 
whercupon the Treaty was appointed at Rippon, A preſent Ceſ- 
ſation of Armes agr:ed apon : and the ful} Conciution of all 
differences refcrred to the witlome and care of the Parliament. 
At our firſt meeting, all Oppoſitions ſeemed to vaaiſh, 
the miſchiefes were ſo evident, which thoſe evill counſel- 
lours produced, that no man durſt ſtand up to defend them. 


Yet the worke it ſelfe afforded difficultie enough. The mul- 


tiplied evils and corruption of fixteen yearcs ſtrengthened 
by cuſtome and authoritie, -and che concurrent intereſt of 
many powerfull delinquents were now to bee brought to 
Judgement) and Reformation, The Kings Houſhold was to 
be provided for, they had brought him to that want, that he 
conld not ſupply his ordinary , and neccflarie expcnces, 
without the aſsiſtance of his pcople, Two Armies were to 
be payed, which amounted very neer to 80. thouſand 
pound a mon:-th, the people were to be tenderly charged, 
having been formerly exhauſted witn many burthenſome 
projets. The difhculties ſeemed to be inſeperable, which 
by th: Divine providence we have overcome. The Coatra- 
ricties incomparible, which yer in a great mcaſure wee have 


reconciled. Six Subſidies Fave been granted, and a Bill of 


Pol-money, which it it be duely levied, may equall 6x Sub- 
fidies more in all, fix hundred thouſand pounds. Beſides we 
have contracted a debt to the Scors of 220, thouſand pounds: 
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and yet God hath ſo bleſſed the endeavours of chis Parſiament; 

rhat the Kingdome 1s 2 great gainer by al! theſe charges. The 
Ship-money is aboliſh.d , which cot the Kirgdome aboye 
200. thonſand pounas a year, The Coat and Concu&t money, 
and other militarie charges are taken away, which in many 
Countries amounted to little Iefle then the fhip-money. The 
Monopol:es arc all ſuppreſt, whereof tome few did prejudice 
the SubjeR, above a Million yearty. The Soap an hundred 
thouſand pounds 3 the Wine three hundred thouſand peunds; 
the Leather muſt needs excced both : and Salt could bee no_ 
I:Ne then that : beſides the infertour Monopoles , which if | 
they could be exatly compted , wouid make up a great | 
Gimme, That which 1s more beneficall then all this is, that 
the root of all theſc evils is taken away, which was the are | 
bitrary power pretended to be in his Majcſtie, of taxing the | 
Subject , or charging tneir eſtates without conſent in Parlia- 
ment, which is now deciare*! to be againſt law, by the judges | 
ment of both Houſes, and likewiſe by an AR of Parliament, | 


- Another ſtep of great advantage is this: the living Grievances, 


the eyil Counceliors and Aqtors of thete milciiefs have been 
ſo quelled, by the juſtice done upon the Earle of Srrafford, the 
flight of the Lord F:nch, and Secretary FF. dibazh The accuſa- 
tion and impriſonment of the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, of 

Judge Bartlet, and the impeachment of divers other Biſhops | 
and Judges, that it isIike not onely tobe an eaſe to the preſent | 
times, but a preſervation to the future. The difcontiruance of 

Parliaments is prevented by the Bill for aT7:e11iall Parham nt, 
and the abrupt diſſolution of this Parliament by another Bll; 
by which it 1s provided, it ſhall not be diſſolved or adjourned | 
without the conſent of both Houſes. Which two laws well | 
conſidered, may be thought more advantagious then all the |} 
former, becauſe they ſecure a fuil operation of the preſent re- 
medic, and aftord a perpetuall Spring of remedies for the 
future : The Star-Chamber, the High Commiſsion, The | 
Court of the Preſident, and Councell in the North , wereſo | 
many forges of miſerie, oppreſs1on, and violence, and are all 
taken away, whercby men are more ſecnred in their perſons, 
Liberties, and eſtates, then they could be by any law or ex- 
ample for the regulation of thoſe Courts, or terrour of the 


Judges:: | 
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Tudges; the immoderate po * of the Councel-Table,and the 
excellive abuſe of that power 1s ſo ordered and reſtrained, that 
we may well hope that no ſuch things as were frequently done 
by them, to the prejudice of the pablike liberty, will appzare 
In future times but onely in Stories, to give us and our po- 
::ritie more occifion to praiſe God for his Majz<ſ{ties good- 
nefſe, and the faithfuli endczavours of this Parliament, The Ca» 
- Nans, and the power of Canon making , are blaſted by the 
Vote of both houſes, The exorbitant power of Biſnops, and 
their Courts, are muca abated, by ſome proviſions 1n the Bill 
againſt the High Commiſſion Court, Ihe Authors of the ma- 
ny Innovations in Do&trine and ceremonies; the Miniſters that 


have been ſcandaious in tieir lives have been ſo terrified 1n - 


jaſt complaints and accuſations, thatwe may well hope they 
will be more modeſt for the time to come; either inwardly 
convicted by the fight of their own folly, or outwardly re- 
{trained by the fear of puniſhment, The Forrets are by a good 
Law reduced to their right bounds; the encrochments and 
oppreſſions of the Stannorie Courts the Extortions of the 
Clerk of the Martet, and the compulſion of the Subjz& to re= 
ceive the order of Knight-noold againſt his wil,paying of fines 
for notreceiving it, & the vexatious proceedings therupon for 
 levying of thote fines, are by other bencficialllaws reformed 
* and prevented. Many excellent Laws and proviſions are 1n 
preparat1o! for removing tne inordinate power, vexation,and 


uſurpation of Biſhops, for reforming the pride and idleneſſe 


of inany of the Ciergie, for cafing the pcople of unneceffarie 
ceremonies in Religion, for ceniuring and removing unwor- 
thy and unprojicab:e Miniſters; and for maintaining godlie 
and diiigent preachers through the Kingdome : Other things 
of main importance tor the good of this Kingdome, are 1 
propoſition ; though little could hitherto be done, in regard 
of the many other more preſling buſineſſes, which yet be- 
fore the end of this Seſſion, we hope may receive ſome -pro- 
greſle and perfetion. . The citavliſhing and ordering the 
Kings Revenuz, that ſo the abuſ2 of Officers, and ſuperfluitie 
ofexpences may be cut off, ard the neceflary Gisburſments for 


his Majeſties Honour, the defence and Government of the 


Kingdome, may be more certainly provided for, The re- 
—-—G-2 _  gulating 
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Wt _  evlating cf Conrts of Juſtice, and abridging both the de, | 
Pens. layes and charges of Law Suits ; the ſctiing of ſome —_ | 
4 courſes for preventing th? exportation of Gold and Silyer,and 
the incquality of exchanges betwixt us and other Nations, for - 
the advancing of native Commodities, increaſe of our Manu» 
fattures, and well ballancing of Trade, whereby tne ſtock of 
Wl the Kinzdome may be 1ncceated, or at laſt keep from im- 
pairing, as through n:glect hercof it hath done for many 
years laſt paſt ; For improving the Herring fiſhing, upon onr_ 
own Coaſts, which will bee of mightie uſe in the imploy- 
Fo | ment of the poore, and a pl-ntifull Nurſerie of Mariners for 
| inabling the Kingdomein any great ation. The oppoſitions, 
obſtructions) and other diftculties wherewith we have been 
encountred, and which ſtill Iye 1a our way with ſome ſtrength 
and nuch obſtinacie are theſe: The malignant partie whom 
we have formerly deſcribed, to be the Actors and promoters 
of all our mileri?, they have taken heart again; They have 
been able to preferre ſome of their own Factors and Agents. 
to degrees of honour, to places of truſt and imployment even 
during the Paritament- They have endeavoured to worke in 
his Majeſtie 11i impreſſions and opinions of our proceedings, 
as it we had altogether done our own work, and not His, and 
had obtained from him many things very prejudiciall td the 
Crowne, both in reſpe& of Prerogative and profit. To wipe 
out this ſlander, Wee thinke goo onely to fay thus much - 
That all that we have done is for his Majeſtie, his Greatneſle, 
Honour, and ſupport, when wee yeeld to give twenty five 
thouſand pound a moneth for the reliefe of the Northerne 
Countreys : this was given to thc King, for he was bound to. 
protect his ſubje&ts, they were his Majeſties evi: Counſellers, 
and their 11] inſtruments, that were aRots in thoſe grievances 
which brought in the Scors : and if his Majcſtic pleaſe to 
force thoſe who were the authors of this war to make fatiſ- 
7aktion, as he might juſtly and eaſily do, it ſeems very reaſon- 
able that the peopie might well be excuſcd from taking upon 
them this burden, being altogether innocent, and far from be- 
YE ing any. cauſes of it, 
"me When we undertook the charge of the Army, which coſt 
above 5 0000, pound a moneth, was not this given to theKing? 
| Was 
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was It not his Mijcities army? werenot all the Commanders 
unver contract with his Maz.ſty at higher pates , and greater 
wages then ordinary ? and have not wee taken upon us to df. 
cia'g-a:l the brotizerly aſliftance-of three hundred thouſand 
pounds which w. gave tae Scots ? was 1t not toward repaire 
of tiioſe dammag:s and lofles which they received f om the 
King ſhips and from his miniſters ? Thcſfe three particulars 
amount toabuve 1100.thouſand pound, beſides his Majeſtie 
bath recctved by Impoſitions upon merchandiſe at leaſt 400. 
thouiand pouncs; ſo that his Majeſty hath had out of th: ſub= 
jets purk: fince the Parliament Degan, one Million and halfe, 
and yetthile mencan beſo impudent, as to tell his Maj<ſty, 
that we have done nothing for him. As to the ſecond branch 
of this ſlancer, we acknowledge with much thankfulneſle that 
his Ma;city hath paſſed more good Bils to the advantage of 
the ſn>j.&s,then have been 1n many ages ; but withall wee 
cannot forget, that theſe venomous counſels did manifeſt them 
ſclves in ſome endeavours to hinder theſe good Ads: and for 
both Houſcs of Farliament,wee may with truth and modeſty 
ſay thas much, . That wee have ever been careful not to defire 
any thing that ſhould weaken the Crown either 1n juſt profit, 
or ufefai power. The triennial Parliament, for the matter of ir, 
doth not extend toſomuch as by Law wee ought to have re- 
quired,there being two Statutes {t1i] in force for a Parliament 
to be once 2 yeare: and for the manner of it, it 1s in the Kings 
powcr,tnat it ſhal never take cf:&,if he by a timely ſummons 
{ſhall prevent any other way of aſſembling.In the B1i:1for con-: 
tinuance of this preſent Parliam-nt, there ſeemes to bee ſore 
reſtraint of the Royal pow:r in diflolving of Parliaments, not 
to take it ont of the Crown,but to ſuſpend the execution of tt 
for this time and occaſion one'y, which was ſo neceſſary for 
the Kings own ſecuriry, and the publick peace, that without 
it we could not have undertaken any of theſe great charges, 
but mutt have left both the Armies to diforder and contuſion, 
and tae whole Kinglome to bloud and rapine. The Starre- 
chamber was much morefruitful in oppreſſion then 1n profit, 
the great fines being for the moſt part given away , and the 
reſt ſtalled at long times. The fines of the hi:h Commiſſion 
Were 1n themſelves unjuſt, & ſeldome or never came Imre the 
Kings 
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Kg purſe. Theſe foure Bils are particularly and more ſpect= 


ally jnitanced , in the rcſt there will not be fonnd ſo much as a. 
ſhadow of prejudice to the Crowne. They have ſought to di- 
- miniſh our repatation with the people, and to bring them 


out of love with Parliaments:the afpcrſions which they have 
attempted this way, have been:ſ{uch as theſe, That we have 
ſpent mucin time and done litle , eſpecially in thoſe grievances 
which concerne Religion, that the Paritam. nt 1s a barden to 
the Kingdome by the abundance of Protections which hinder 
Juſtice and Trade,and by many Subſidies granted, much more 
heavy then any they formerly endured ; to which there 15 a 
ready anfwer:1f the time ſpent 1n this Parliament be conlide- 
red nrelation backward to the long growth & deep root «f 
thoſe gricvances, which we haveremoved, to the powerfull 
u>orts of thoſe delinquents which we have purtuzd , to the 
grcat neceſlities and other charges of the Com:inon wealth for 
which we have provided : or it it be conſicered 1n relation 
forward to many advantages, which not onely the preſent , 
but fater ages are like to reap by the good Lawes and other 
proc:edipgs in this Parliament, we doubt not but it will be 
tnought by ail indifterent judgeinents that our tine hath Decn 
much better employed then ina farre greater proportion of 
time 11 many former Parliaments put tog:ther ; and tine 
charges which have deen laid upon the Subzet, and the other 
inconveniences which they have borne will teeme very light 
in reſpect of the benefit they have & may receive. And for the 
matter of protections, the Parliament is ſo ſenfivle of it, that 
therein they intend to give them whatſoever caſe may ſtand 
with Honour and Juſtice;zand are in a way of paſſing a Bill to 
eive themfatisfation, They have fonght by many ſuvtile 
pradices, to cauſe jealouſics and diviſions betwixt us and our 
brethren of Scotland,by ſlandzring their proceedings and 11- 
tentions towards us,and by ſecret endeavours to initigate and 
incenſe them and us one againit another, They have had ſach a 
party of Biſhops & popiſh Lords in the houſe of Peeres as hath 
cauſed much oppoſition and delay in the proſecution of delin- 
quents hindred the proceedings of divers good Bils paſſed in 
the Commons houſe, concerning the reformation of ſundry 
oreat abuſes & corruptions both in Church & State,They hay 

avOue 
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laboured to {duce and corrupt nf the Commons Houle, 
to draw tieii into conſpiracies and combinations againſt the 
liberty of the Parliament, An by their inſtruments and agents 
they have attempted to dilaftet and diſcontent his Majeſties 


Army.and to ingage itfor che maintenance of their wick:d & 


traytcrous deſfinus,the keeping up of Biſhops in votes & fun- 
&ions,anl by force to compcllthe Parliament to order,limit, 
and diſpoſe their proceedings in ſuch manner as might beſt 
concur with the intentions of this dangerous and potent fati- 
on:And when onemiſchievous deſigne, and. attempt of theirs 
to bring on the Army againſt the Par}1ament, and the City of 
Zondouhad becn diſcovered and prevented , they preſently 
undertook another of the ſame damnable nature , with this 
addition to it, to endeavour to make tne Scorriſh Army neu- 
trall, whilſt the Enplih Army which they had laboured to 
corrupt and invenome again{t us by their falſe and flanderous 
ſnggettions ſhow'd excenre their malice to the ſttyerſion of 
our Religton,and the diflolu:1on of our government, Thus they 
have becn continuaily praXizing ro diſturbe the peace , and 
plotting the d<itraction even of all tne Kings Domintons,and 
have employed their Emiſfarics and ag=nts in them all for the 
promoting of their divelliſh ac1:nes, which the vigilancy of 
thole who were wel afkeAted, Natl ſtil diſcovered GC defeated. 
before they were ripe for cxecution in England and Scotland, 
onely in ireland which was farther off, they haye had time & 
opportunity to mould and prepare the work , and had 
brought it to that perfe&ion, that they had poſſeſſed them= 
ſelves of that whole Kingdom, totally ſubyerted the govern- 
ment of it,rooted outReligion,& deſtroyed all the Proteſtants 
who the conſcience of their duty to God , their King and 
Countrey would not have permitted to joyn with them , if 
by Gods woertull providence their main enterpriſe upon 
the city and caſtle of Dab/ia had not beene deteRted and 
prevented upon the very eavebefore it ſhonid have been exe- 
cutea,.Notwithſtanding they have in other parts of that King- 
dome broken out into open rebellion, ſurpriſing Townes and 
Caſtels, committed murders, rapes , and other villanics;and 
{ſhaken cffall bonds of obedience to his Majcſty,and the lawes 
of the Realmzand in generall have kindled ſuch a fire, as no= 
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thing but Gods infinit bleſſing upon the wifedome and en. 

deayours of this State will be able to quench it:and certain] 
had not God in his great mercy unto this Land diſcovered and 
confounded their former defignzs, we had been the Prologue 
to this Trag-dy in Ireland, and had by this time been made 
the lamentavle ſpcacle of miſery and confuſion. And now 
what hop? have we butin God, when as the only means of our 
ſabſiſtance , and power of reformation is under him , in the= 
Parliament : but what can we the Commons without the cone 
Junction of the Houſe of Lords,and whar conjunction can we 
expect there, when the Biſhops and recuſant Lords are ſo nu 
merous and prevelant.tnat they are able to crofſe and inter 
rupt our beit -ndeavours for retormarion, and by that meanes 
give advantage to this malignant party to traduce our procee= 
dings. They 11fale into th: people , that we meane to abo!liſh 
all Church government,and leave every man to his own fancy 
for the ſervice and worſhip of God,ab{oiving him of that os - 
bedience which he owes und:rGoJ and to i:15 Majeſty whom 
we know to be intruſted with the Eccl:ftaſticall Law as 
well as with the temporall to reguiate a'l the members of the 
Church of England by ſuch rules of order and diſcipline 
as are eſtabliſhed by Parliament which is bis great Conncel, in 
all afaires both in Church and State, We confcfc our inten= 
tion 1s,and our endeavours have been to reluc- wit'it bounds 
that exorbitant power which the Prelatcs have afiume.l unto 
themſelves ſo contrary both to the Word of Gol,and to the 
Lawes of the Land,to which end we paſt the Bill for the re- 
moving them from their temporal power aad emp'oyments, 
that ſo the better they might with meekneſſ: aop!y themielves 
to the diſcharge of their funtions, which Bill thein{lves Op= 
poſed, aud were the principall iafiruments of crosfing it. 
And we do here declare*, that it isfarre from our purpoſe 
or defire to let looſe the golden reyncs of Ciſcipline , and go« 
uerament in the Church,to leave privat p-c{ons or particular 
congregations to take up what forme of divine Service they 
pleaſe;for we hold it requifit that there ſhould be throughout 
the whole realme a comformity torhat order which the Laws 
£njoyne;according to the Word cfGod : and we defire to ut= 
burthen the conlclences of men of ncedleſſc and ſuperſtitious 
CCite 
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ceremonies , ſuppreſſe innovartions,and take away the monu- 
ments of Idolatry. And the better to cfte& the intended re« 
formation , we deſire there may be a geneara)l Synod of the 
moſt grave,pious learned,and judicious Divines of this Iſland, 
aſliſted with ſome from fotraine parts profeſling the ſame re- 
ligion with us, who may ,confider of all things neceflary fur 
the peace and good government of the Church, and repreſent 
the reſults of their conſultations unto the Parliament to be 
there allowcd of and confirmed , and receive the ſtamp of au= 
thority thereby to finde paſſage and obedience throughout the 
Kingdome. They have maliciouſly charged us that we intend 
to deſtroy and diſcourage Learning, whereas it 1s our chicfeſt 
careand d:fire to advance 1t,& to provide a competent main- 
tenarc? for conſcionable and preaching Miniſters throughout 
the Kingdome,which will be a great encouragement to Schol- 
Iers,and a certain means whereby the want , meanencfle, and 

ignorance to which a great part cf the Clergy 1s now ſubject, 

will be prevented. And we intend likewiſe ro reform, & purge 
the fountainsof learning the two Univerſities,that the {treams 
flowing from thence may be cleare and pure , and an honour 
and comfort to the whole Land They have ſtrained to blaſt 
our proceedings in Parlzjament, by wreſting the interpretati- 
ons of our Orders from their genuine intention. they tell the 
people that our medlins witn the power of Epiſcopacy, hath 
cauſed ſeQaries and conventicles, when ido'atry and Popiſh 
ceremonies , introduced into the Church by the command of 
the Biſhops, bave not only debarred the people from thence, 
but expelled them from the Kingdome. Thus with Elah we 
arc called by this malignant party, the trondlers of the State, 
and ſtijl while we endevour to reform their abuſes,they make 
us the authours of thoſe miſchiets we ſtady to prevent : for 
the pcrfeRing of the work begun, and removingall future im- 
pediments; we conceive thets courſes will be very effecuall, 
ſeeing the religion of the Papiſts hath ſuch nh: pong as do 
certainly tend to the deſtruction and extirpation of all Prote- 
ftants when they ſha!l have oppertunity to efte& it, 


It 1s neceflary 1n the firſt place to keep them in ſuch condi- 


tion,as thzt they maynotbe able to do us any hurt,and for 


avoyding of ſuch connivence and favour as. hath heretofore 
DONATES D ng been 
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been ſhewed unto them, That his Majctic be pleaſed to grant 


a ſtanding Commiſſion to ſome choice men named in Parlia. 
ment, who may take notice of their increaſe, their counſcls and 
proceedings, and ule of all due mcans by execution of the 
Laws to preventany miſchievous defignes, againſt the peace 
and lafety of this Kingdome, T hat ſome good courſe be taken 
todiicover the counterfeit and falſe conformity of papiſts 
to the Church, by colour wherof,perſons very much diſafte= 


Red to the true Religion have been admitted 1nto place of 


greatclt aurhority and truſt in the Kingdome. 

For tie better preſervation of the laws and liberties of the 
Kinsdome, that all 11|-gall grievances and exactions be preſen= 
ted and puniſhed at the Seſs10ns,and Aſsizes: and that Judges 
and Juſtices be careful to give this in charge to the grand Jury, 
and both the Sheriffand Juſtices to be ſworne to the due cxe- 
cution of the petition of right and other Laws : That his 
Maj<ſtie be humbly petitioned by both Houſes to cmploy ſuch 
Counſellors, Ambaſſadors, and other miniſters 1n mannaging 
his bufineſle at home and abroad, as the Parliament may have 
cauſe to confide 11, without which we cannot give his Maj.ſty 


ſach ſopplyes for ſupport of his own eſtate,nor ſuch aſsiſtance 


to the Proteſtant party beyond the Sea, as is defired. It may 
oftenfall out that the Commons may have juit cauſe to take 
exceptions at ſome men for being Connſellors, and yet not 
charge thoſe men with crimes, for there be grounds of diffi- 


dence which ly not.in proof; there are others which though 


they may be proved, yet are not legally criminalzto be a known 
favourer of Papiſts,or to have been very forward in d.fending 
or countenancing {ome great offenders queſtioned in Parlia= 
ment, or to ſp=ak contemptuoufly of either Houſes of Parlia- 
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Subje in his liberty, that they may likewiſe take an oath not 


to receive or give reward or penſion from any forrain Prince, 


| but ſuch as they within ſome reaſonable time diſcover to the 
Lords of his Majeſties Councell: and although they ſhould 
wicked'y for{wear them{clves, yet it may herein do good to 
make them known to be falſe and perjured to thoſe who 1m- 
ploy them, and thercby bring them 1ato as little credit with 
them as with us. That his Majeſty may have cauſe to be in 
love with good counſel and good men, by ſhewing him1n an 
humble & dutiful manner, how fu!l of advantage it would be 
ro himſelf to ſee his own Eſtate (etled ina plentifall condt- 
tion to ſupport his honour,to ſec his people united in wayes 
of duty to him, and endeavours cf the publick good ; to ſte 


happineſſe, wealth, prace and ſafety derived to his own King- 


dome, and procuced to his Allies by the influence of his own 
power and government. That all good courſes may be taken 


rounite the two KingJdomes of England and Scotland tobe 


mutual'y ayding and aſſiſting one another for ' the common 
gond of the Ifland, and honour of both. To take away all 


differences amongſt our ſelves for matters indifferent in their_ 


owne nature concerning religion 3 and to unite our ſelves a ' 
gainſt the common enemies , which are the better inabled by 
our diviſions to deſtroy us all,as they hope and have often en 
deavoured. To labour by all offices of friendſhip to unite the 
forraine Churches withus in the ſame cauſe. and to ſeek their 


liberty, ſafety , and proſperity, as bound therennto both by - 


Charity to them,and by wiſdome for our own good. Forb 

this means our ewn ſtrength ſhall be encreaſed,and by a mu - 
tuali concurrence to the ſame cominon end, we ſhalbe enabled 
to procure the good of the whole bo.ly of the Proteſtant pro- 
feſlion, If theſe things may be obſerved, we doubt not but God 
wili crown this Parliament with ſuch ſuccefle as thall be the 


beginn ng and foundation of more honour and happineſle to. 
his Majcity, thenever yet was enjoyned by any of his R oyal 


Predcceſlors. 
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